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2013 Holiday Bash 

  
 

In This Issue 

 Come celebrate the holidays with us at the annual Holiday Bash on 
Tuesday, December 10, at The Palm!!  Festivities start at 6 p.m. and run 
until 8 p.m.  Each member is allowed to bring one guest and receives two 
drink tickets at no charge.   
 
 Our Event Sponsor is AFLAC.  Other sponsors include BCBS of 
Texas, Guardian, Kilpatrick Companies, Memorial Hermann Health Insur-
ance and Special Insurance Services as Platinum Sponsors, Accident 
Insurance Services, AmeriFlex, Dr. Joe Agris, Financial & Insurance Con-
sultants, HR&P Solutions, Legal Shield, Riffle Insurance Resource Group, 
The Compliance Office, TransAmerica and United Healthcare as Gold 
Sponsors, and BBA Life Brokerage, Benefit Concepts, Benefit Mall, Hoff-
man Insurance Group,  Nelva Toups Maxey, Nova 401k and Optum as Sil-
ver Sponsors.  We would like to thank these sponsors, for without them, 
this event would not be possible.  We urge each of you to thank these spon-
sors individually at the event. 
 
 Thank you also to the elves (committee members) who organized 
the event and found the sponsors. 
 
 An assortment of appetizers will be served throught the event. The 
food at The Palm is amazing and if you want to have dinner after the event, 
you are welcome to make reservations directly with The Palm by call-
ing (713) 977-2544. 

 

We will be collecting cash donations  

for Toys for Tots. 

Help a child have a Merry Christmas.  
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DECEMBER

10 Tuesday 4:00 PM HAHU Board Meeting The Palm*

10 Tuesday 5:00 PM HAHU Holiday Bash The Palm*

25 Wednesday ALL DAY Christmas Day With Family & Friends

31 Tuesday ALL DAY New Year's Eve With Family & Friends

JANUARY

1 Wednesday ALL DAY New Year's Day With Family & Friends

14 Tuesday 4:00 PM HAHU Board Meeting 5433 Westheimer

21 Tuesday Noon HAHU Monthly Luncheon The Palm*

31 Friday ALL DAY TAHU 20th Annual Legislative Day The Westin at the Domain, Austin

FEBRUARY

11 Tuesday 4:00 PM HAHU Board Meeting 5433 Westheimer

14 Friday ALL DAY Valentine's Day With Your Loved Ones

18 Tuesday Noon HAHU Monthly Luncheon The Palm*

24-26 Mon - Wed ALL DAY NAHU 2014 Capitol Conference Washington, D.C.

**The Palm, 6100 Westheimer

Calendar of Events
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Most of us have been to conferences before.  Some have been enjoyable, and 

some have been a waste of time. This year, however, there has never been a more 

important reason to consider attending the Day at the Capitol event in Austin, 

scheduled for January 1st, 2014, held at The Westin at the Domain hotel.  With 

the day-to-day changes in Obamacare, also known as “AnacondaCare” (named after the famous 

oil well blow out in the Gulf of Mexico), it is absolutely important to stay on top of what is an-

ticipated to happen in 2014.  

 

The headline for Day at the Capitol begins over breakfast in Austin, with Julia Rathgeber,  

Texas Department of Insurance Commissioner.  Her message to the attendees will be 

“Perspectives of the TDI.” 

 

Alissa Thomas will be discussing “So We Have Exchanges, Now What?”  Alissa is the direc-

tor of the Federally-Facilitated Health Insurance Marketplace at CIGNA Healthcare in Allen-

town, Pennsylvania.  She led the Qualified Health Plan (QHP) application process for all mar-

kets Cigna entered in 2014, served as a core team member for Health Insurance Marketplace 

enterprise project, and serves on the Issuer Testing team with CMS.  

 

Scott Millson, a principal at Millson James in Orlando, Florida will be speaking on “Who, 

How and Why of Private Exchanges.”  Scott has over 20 years of HR, benefits, operations, 

and technology expertise to the clients that he serves through his HR technology firm.  

 

State Senator Kirk Watson, former mayor of Austin and a partner in the law firm Brown, 

McCarroll, L.L.P., works as an attorney, mediator, and a public affairs consultant.  He is re-

sponsible for authoring SB 1795.  It was passed in the 2013 legislative session and addresses 

the regulation of “navigators” for Texas’ Health Insurance Exchange.  I personally hope to hear 

his thoughts on “navigator” and agent liability and whether Errors and Omissions insurance 

covers the new “event risk” posed by counseling those individuals who wish to purchase insur-

ance on the Exchanges. 

 

The Capitol Conference of 2014 is scheduled for Sunday, February 23, 2014 in Washington, 

D.C.  and extends through February 26th. 

 

The meetings begin on Monday, February 24th.  We will be receiving a briefing by NAHU’s 

governmental affairs staff related to the organizations federal priorities.   There will also be a 

discussion about health reform from “A Governor’s Point of View.” 

 

 

Preparing for A Day at the Capitol in Austin 

And the Capitol Conference in Washington, D.C. 

by Malcolm Browne 

Continued, next page 
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A session will be held specifically addressing employer reporting requirements, self funded 

plan options in a reformed health system, private and public exchange options, ERISA, small 

group market trends and more!   

 

Day Two will begin with a General Session on the subject of “The future of Health Reform.”   

THIS SHOULD BE PARTICULARY INTERESTING BECAUSE OF THE CHANGES 

OCCURING DAILY! 

 

Lobbying activities at our Nations Capitol will begin at 1:00 until 5:00.   

 

Day Three begins with another General Session whose emphasis is “A Marketplace Trans-

formed.”  This discussion will address health care transparency, innovations in coverage and 

delivery systems, policy trends relative to cost containment and using the political dynamics of 

health care to transform your own business. 

 

We will finish the day with another visitation with our elected officials from the Houston area, 

as we educate them to health care issues affecting their constituents and request their assistance 

in legislation that undoubtedly could provide solutions to “AnacondaCare.”  Oops, I mean the 

Affordable Care Act. 

 

You can access the registration for both of these events by logging onto www.nahu.org and 

www.tahu.org.  Until next month, “Happy Trails to You….” and of course, Semper Fidelis. 

Preparing for A Day at the Capitol in Austin 

And the Capitol Conference in Washington, D.C. 

Continued from page 6 

 

http://www.nahu.org
http://www.tahu.org
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HAHU is excited to offer a CE Cruise in 2014!  Set sail with your fellow HAHU members as we cruise to Cozumel on 
the Carnival Triumph!  The cruise will depart from Galveston on April 3, 2014 and return to Galveston on April 7, 
2014.  During our days at sea HAHU will offer a minimum of 5 hours of CE (courses TBA).  You can book your 
cruise through HAHU for no additional cost, or book through your own travel agent and pay a $50 CE fee to HAHU 
(please register to pay online www.hahu.org).  To book your cruise with HAHU please contact Marian Hoffman or 
Crystal Hoffman at 281-313-6565.  Questions can be emailed to marianhoffman@hotmail.com or crys-
tal@hoffmanig.com.  Please see the cruise flier for pricing information.  If you would like to sponsor, or donate items 
for passenger goodie bags, please contact Crystal Hoffman at 281-491-6565 or crystal@hoffmanig.com. 

Relax after the early renewals, Medicare supple-

ment enrollments, etc. with a C(E) Cruise!! 

http://www.hahu.org
mailto:marianhoffman@hotmail.com
mailto:crystal@hoffmanig.com
mailto:crystal@hoffmanig.com
mailto:crystal@hoffmanig.com
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President   Jeff Bacot   713.466.3290   jeff@securancecorp.com 

President Elect   Jo Middleton   713.932.7777   jmiddleton@tmia.biz 

1st Vice President   Michael Ledgerwood   832.687.0061   mledgerwood@humana.com 

2nd Vice President   Connie Carter   409.350.9598   conniecarter.colonial@gmail.com 

Secretary   Nelva Toups-Maxey   832.358.1207   nelvamaxey@yahoo.com 

Treasurer   Crystal Hoffman   281.491.6565   crystal@hoffmanig.com 

Awards   Terry Agris   281.630.2361   terryagris@att.net 

Communication   Pat Martin   713.504.6249   patmartin2007@comcast.net 

Professional Development Kay Nettles   713.466.4614   kay.nettles@ltcfp.net 

Legislation - Federal   Malcolm Browne   713.962.5214   mbrowne@ix.network.com 

Legislation - State   OPEN         

Marketing   OPEN         

Media   Siboney Trevino-Toth   713.206.7958   siboney_trevinototh@us.aflac.com 

Membership   Naphtali Carlson   281.377.3939   naph@texasbestinsurance.com 

Political Action   OPEN         

Public Service   Kevin Roblyer   281.744.6542   kevin@hrp.net 

Special Events   Dirk Blankenship   713.622.9936   db@chambersmarketing.com 

Technology   OPEN         

Past President   Craig Splawn   713.785.3290   craig@splawnandassociates.com 

Trustee   Don Jones   713.977.6606   djones@securancecorp.com 

Trustee   Terrell Rogers   713.296.4827   terrell_rogers@bcbstx.com 

Executive Director   Kathi Sandler   713.520.5720   ksandler@hahu.org 

 
 
 

Houston Association of Health Underwriters 
Board of Directors and Committees 

 

2013—2014 

mailto:jeff@securancecorp.com
mailto:jmiddleton@tmia.biz
mailto:mledgerwood@humana.com
mailto:conniecarter.colonial@gmail.com
mailto:nelvamaxey@yahoo.com
mailto:crystal@hoffmanig.com
mailto:terryagris@att.net
mailto:patmartin2007@comcast.net
mailto:kay.nettles@ltcfp.net
mailto:mbrowne@ix.network.com
mailto:sadie@nova401k.com
mailto:siboney_trevinototh@us.aflac.com
mailto:naph@texasbestinsurance.com
mailto:kevin@hrp.net
mailto:db@chambersmarketing.com
mailto:kerryk@alwayscarebenefits.com
mailto:craig@splawnandassociates.com
mailto:djones@securancecorp.com
mailto:terrell_rogers@bcbstx.com
mailto:ksandler@hahu.org
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